
   
 

The Meteoric Rise & Fall of the Medford Scout Library:   
1927-1930 

 
 
 

Did you know…  
…that in 1927 Medford had its own public library?  Local Boy and Girl 

Scouts under scoutmasters Hal B. Fullerton, and his wife Edith Loring Fullerton, 
launched a scouting effort, that gathered an initial 300 books (interestingly, on 
topics that reflected the Fullertons’ wide-ranging interests).   In arriving at their 
selections, they apparently did a little creative weeding.  Other contributors, within 
and beyond the State increased the pool of works to over 700, by opening day.   The 
March 8, 1927 headline in the Patchogue Advance read, “Medford Public Library 
Opens with 700 Books:  Many People Contribute Toward Getting New Institution 
Started – Volumes Cover Great Variety of Subjects” (p. 12).   Following a list of 
contributors, the range of subjects covered was listed as: 
 

 “…literature, history, art, music, fiction, adventure, travel, languages,  
mechanics, construction, handicraft, scouting, astronomy, biology,  
biography, poetry, religion, agriculture, floriculture, horticulture,  
arboriculture, meteorology, geology, phrenology, entomology,  
palmistry, conservation, homemaking, juvenile, educational, sanitation,  
water supply, boat building, sports, athletics, dictionaries and encyclopedias,  
dietetics, and miscellaneous.” 

 
The new institution was named Medford Scout Library, to honor the boy and girl 
scouts’ founding efforts.  It was located in a Medford public school, opened as a 
public library, charging a 10 cent fee for a library card.  Whether it was ever 
chartered seems quite doubtful, and it may have later faltered on that rock.    
 
When the library opened on Saturday, March 5th, it was well attended, and only 
those books that had so far received dust covers were allowed to be checked out, by 
Mrs. Fox, the librarian, and her able scout assistants, Ida Medeck, Anna Weber, 
and Wallace Rothe.  Though open to all, initial library hours were restricted to 
Weds. evenings between 7:00-8:30 P.M. and Sat. afternoons, between 3:00-5:00 P.M. 
 



For a photo of Medford Girl Scout Troop # 1 (in 1928) click here:  
https://digitalpml.pmlib.org/search.php?search=item&item=592&page=001 
Ida Medeck is in the 1st row, on the left (holding the flag); Anna Weber is 3rd 
from the left in the back row. 

  
Roughly seven decades later, Ida would serve as President of the Patchogue-
Medford Friends of the Library, from 1984 to 1990.  But, you might say, it all 
started here; and she probably caught the “bug” not just from her parents (who 
were contributors to the scout library) but from the contagious enthusiasms of Hal 
and Edith Fullerton.  (So, Patchogue-Medford Library can claim a pretty solid link, 
directly to the Fullertons, the founders of modern Medford.)   
 
When the Medford Scout Library was opened, the school made a point of stressing 
its openness to the entire local public; at the same time asserting that a separate 
school library (with no outside adult admission) was in the offing.   We don’t 
presently know what happened to the public library, except that it did open and that 
before the month was out, Hal Fullerton had pulled a grand publicity stunt to put the 
library and Medford on the European map, at least in the eyes of his Medford 
readers: 
 
 “Medford Library Known in Europe.”  Patchogue Advance, March 29, 1927:   
  p. 5.  – Beautifully contorts the Library’s being placed on the English  
  Review’s mailing list into Europe’s abiding in the village and its new  
  library.* 
 
*Hal Fullerton pioneer color photographer, creator, publicist, and early spin doctor 
of L.I.’s attractions, and of the three experimental agricultural stations of the Long 
Island Rail Road, that he ran, centered on his “Peace and Plenty Farm” in Medford, 
helped draw people to the Island and to Medford.   Edith Fullerton’s role as “junior 
partner” (really his full partner) has since come to light, and been extolled.  Both 
were very active in scouting groups.    
 
Mrs. E.H. Theis was also active in scouting, a contributor to the scout library in 
1927.   The family’s ongoing commitment to libraries was evidenced decades later, 
when Mrs. Martha Theis (d. May 4, 1964), possibly her daughter, who had been 
active in 4-H affairs, left funds to go to an eagerly anticipated new Medford Public 
Library.  When the vote to establish the latter failed, a bench in Memorial Park was 
dedicated to her memory, in 1965.  But, the trustees of her estate were left in a 
quandary as to what to do with the library-designated funds.  Eventually it was 
decided to donate them to establish a homemaking collection in Martha Theis’ 
honor, at the then Patchogue Library.   Patchogue Library Director, Elaine Phipps, 
made careful selections over the course of a year, in areas related to Mrs. Theis’ 
interests.  Memorial plates were placed in each volume selected, and the collection 
was dedicated in June 1968. 
 

https://digitalpml.pmlib.org/search.php?search=item&item=592&page=001


After initial, popular success, the onset soon after, in late 1929, of the Great 
Depression, left scouting reported as facing severe fundraising problems.  Medford 
Scout Library, and by sometime in 1930, the only mention is of the Medford school 
library.  So, it appear that the scout library collection may have been sold or 
transferred to the school library.  
 
Growth of the Patchogue-Medford connection:  In 1950, with the post-WW II 
population, housing, and baby booms in the area, Patchogue Library extended its 
services, by contract, to Medford residents.  To meet the needs of the expanded 
community, an addition was eventually approved to the Carnegie Library, in 1958, 
the first since it opened in 1908.   In 1973, when the school district formally 
changed its name and boundary to include Medford, the library followed suit, by 
state charter amendment, becoming the Patchogue-Medford Library, serving 
residents of the entire district.  By 1981, public demand for expanded, increasingly 
varied media collections and services, along with early automation demands of 
cataloging and microcomputer revolutions, outgrew the physical capacities of the 
building, and the Library was moved to its present Main Street location (formerly a 
W.T. Grant store and warehouse), where it continues to serve the Patchogue-
Medford community. 
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